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Atlantic. .  . is about

■ Working in a social justice framework

■ Promoting lasting change through advocacy and polic y 
change

■ Giving While Living - spending down by 2020

■ A pro-active approach

■ Four programmes across seven countries:

→ Public Health

→ Children and Youth

→ Reconciliation and Human Rights

→ Ageing 
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Ageing Programme

■ Aims: 

→ to improve the lives of disadvantaged older people

→ older people as actors, not subjects, in their own lives

■ Programme Objectives:

→ Ensuring Health and Economic Security for Older People

→ Strengthening the Voice and Social Action of Older People

→ Building the Enduring capacity of the age sector
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Ageing Research 

■ Not a primary focus 

■ Research to support the objectives of the programme

■ Interest in research implementation and knowledge transfer 

■ Evaluation and encouragement of dissemination and 
communication

■ Significant investment since beginning of Ageing Programme in 
2004

■ Total investment (2004 -2010): £6.3m (approx 17% of total 
investment)
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Investment in Ageing Research. Not only...
■ ‘bench-marking’

→ QUB scoping age-sector (£40,000)

→ Northern Ireland Life and Times surveys on attitudes to older people 
and on age discrimination in NI and ROI (2003 and 2008: £350,000) 

→ Institute for Public Health in Ireland to scope extent and nature of 
ageing research on the Island (€90,000)

■ ‘action-research’

→ Rural Community Network to look at suitable initiatives to address 
needs of rural elders (£41,000)

→ Queen’s University, Belfast to pilot SONICs dementia research 
programme using mobile phone technology (£50,000)
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. . . but also more direct research and research 
facilitation

■ Changing Ageing Partnership : QUB to encourage a series of 
research projects on aspects of ageing and a series of PhDs 
(£85,000)

■ Institute for Public Health in Ireland: to set up the Centre for 
Ageing Research and Development in Ireland to facilitate and 
encourage collaboration and cooperation in ageing research 
across Ireland, North and South (€ 2,400,000)

■ Queen’s University, Belfast: to support the Northern Ireland 
Longitudinal Study on Ageing to investigate health patterns and 
wider trends to help improve the lives of an ageing population 
(£2,000,000)

■ Trinity College, Dublin: to support a programme of social 
research on dementia, including PhDs (€ 1,200,000).
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. . . And some incidental research & lots of 
evaluations

■ Alzheimer's individual advocacy project

■ Volunteer Now older volunteers’ programme

■ Inter-active Ageing Network and Access to Benefits

■ Dementia Services Development Centre 

■ All-island Institute for Hospice and Palliative Care 

■ And quite a few evaluations.

More information at: www.atlanticphilanthropies.org

and at:  www.cardi.ie and  www.changingageing.org


